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Telephone is a portemanteau of the greek for „far“ and „voice“ 

Performance by Maria Butt on photographs 
 
Flowers, smartphone (voice message recording) 
10 minutes 
2025 
 
Part of the exhibition  
Telephone is a portemanteau of the greek for “far” and “voice”

SALON, Halle (Saale)

Documentation © Bruno Haas

Sound voice message on vimeo

https://vimeo.com/1097907769



— Sticky labels (different colours) 
— Towels (different colours) 
— Bar of soap (cream soap) 
— Glasshead pins (different colours) 
— Label of apron  
— Pin box 
— Pick-up note for towels from the dry cleaner 
— Clasp to sew on yourself 
— Darning yarn (different colours) 
—  Price tag from a piece of darning yarn bought by  

my grandmother that has the same name as her
— Sewing yarn (different colours)
— Needles (in plastic bag)

Things that make me think of my grandma 
 
Photographs and text 
14,8 × 21 cm

2024 



I get a jar of salt as a gift when I move into my flat, the label 
on the jar looks like the ones my grandma used to stick on 
her jam jars.

In a pack of sticky labels that I see in the drugstore, the 
labels have different pastel colours.

They are made of terry cloth, just like my grandma‘s towels  
my grandma used to have on a plastic towel rail   
on the green-tiled wall next to the washbasin.

The bar of soap that my grandma used to wash her hands 
and that she always put on the right edge of the sink next to 
the faucet was a different color and had a different smell than 
my grandpa‘s bar of soap.

I buy a bar of cream soap in a turquoise plastic soap box 
with dark blue lettering.

I look in fabric stores or needlework departments for pins 
with small round heads that are the same color as the soap 
box. They are called glass head pins.

In the dry cleaners where I drop off my winter jacket, it 
smells just like the room where my grandma used to wash 
the laundry for herself and my grandpa, dried and ironed.

I take the towels from the flea market to the dry cleaners 
and get a little light pink pick-up slip with the price for was-
hing and drying written on it in blue ballpoint pen.

The little fasteners that my grandma bought in the depart-
ment store, just like the darning thread, the needles and the 
sewing thread, are from the same brand as the silver pins 
that I bought last week.

My grandma gave me her sewing box, which always stood 
in her bedroom because she no longer sews.

Things that make me think of my grandma 
 
Photographs and text 
14,8 × 21 cm
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„Do you have a favorite flower? Yes, I am such a favourite person“

postcards cut out one after the other at my kitchen table, from the 2024 
pharmacy calendar (with voucher coupons) that my neighbour gave me 
as a gift  
 
Photographs 
14,8 × 21 cm

2024



Bed 
 
Photographs  
14,8 × 21 cm
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I was washing fabrics for a week

Washbasin in the small kitchen (built in 1970)  
House in Kaisitz 
 
Photograph 
21 × 29,7 cm
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I am standing in the corner

Documentation of movement in the room 
 
Photographs 
29,7 × 42 cm
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Corners 
 
Photographs 
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holded 
 
Photographs 
Photo booth  
10 × 15,5 cm

2021



THEN EVERYTHING IS
DIFFERENT

TILL SOON

BECAUSE YOU NEVER DO

SINGLE CLOWN

Repetition 
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NOT WITHOUT REALIZING

STAYED

OWN REALITY

WHY?

Repetition 
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I DO NOT

UNWILLINGLY

HIS LOOK

I UNDERSTAND
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